undergo critical reappraisal in the near
This book, volume 3 in the series, is of a future. In the USA if not yet in Britain, the different generation and has an aim very rapid increase in availability of magnetic different from the standard works on clinical resonance imaging is bound to be accomevoked potentials, such as Halliday's and panied by a decrease in the use of EPs for Chiappa's volumes, published a few years diagnosis of multiple sclerosis. Event related ago. The authors of this work have potentials, for years a candidate for growth, attempted, largely successfully, to select have still to establish a clinical role, and what is relevant, interesting and important though there has been a remarkable recent in the field, whether basic or clinical. The increase in commercial averagers with facilibook is not intended to be all-encompassing ties for topographical display of EPs, and but a great deal is covered in the 49 chapters, thus for generation of pretty pictures, there by no less than 99 contributors. The great are many who have reservations about the majority of the contributors are from North true value of this technique. This book is America, with Italy and Israel particularly packed with interesting material and is in well represented among the rest. All the con-general well produced; the price is reasontributors are well known for their work on able. It will be of great value to clinical neuthe aspects of EPs which they here review, rophysiologists wishing to improve their describe or discuss according to their understanding of basic mechanisms, ponpreference.
dering new ideas for research or aiming to There are eight sections in the book: improve their routine clinical service. methodology, animal models, anatomy, bio-NMF MURRAY chemistry and pharmacology, differential diagnosis, surgical monitoring, paediatrics, and cognitive disorders. Though the reason for placing some contributors in their particular section seems somewhat arbitrary at Magnetic Resonance Imaging of the Central times, this arrangement works reasonably Nervous System. Edited by Michael well on the whole. I certainly found, when Brandst-Zawadzki, David Norman. (Pp searching for a particular chapter that my 300; $103.00.) New York: Raven Press, attention was frequently caught by an inter-1986. esting or relevant page or illustration in one of the adjacent chapters.
As might be expected with a multiauthor Most of the workers whom one would book this one suffers from a certain amount hope to find in a major work on clinical and of repetition. Although aimed at residents basic science of EPs are here and it is both a and practising radiologists there is more pleasure and a great convenience to have in than enough technical detail in the first nine a single volume such diverse workers as chapters, which occupy over one third of the Lehmann on spatial analysis, Kaufmann book, to satisfy any other than someone and Williamson on the neuromagnetic field, who has to devote much of his practise to Maffei and Fiorentini on the pattern ERG, MRI. However, these chapters are well writBook reviews ten and easy to understand and the chapter on artefacts is very detailed and will be particularly useful. My only regret is that the sequences used are only spin echoes. Inversion recovery is not mentioned because it is not commonly used in the United States.
The clinical section from chapters 10 to 20 are somewhat unbalanced, 140 pages being devoted to diseases of the head and only 50 to the spine. Since tissue characterisation and experience of disease patterns is sometimes limited, many of the head sections devote much space to clinical background and relatively little to MRI appearances. On the other hand the two chapters devoted to the spine are very good and full of useful MRI detail and could well have been enlarged. The last two chapters deal with the nasopharynx and neck. Although useful, I find it strange that they are included but no space is found for consideration of the petrous bone or orbit.
Overall, however, it is a well written book full of useful information. In some areas it is more detailed than strictly necessary and in others there is too much padding. However, it is well worth reading and despite its cost is to be recommended by anyone who is going to be regularly involved in MRI. The title suggests an important and neglected field, of which this book provides mere glimpses. As a psychologist the author writes convincingly about personal problems of advancing disability. The predominance of spinal injury reflects her own interests, and she should have resisted the temptation to add vague generalisations on an assortment of other conditions such as multiple sclerosis. The overall prognosis and the progressive increase of medical problems in spinal injury and other causes of so-called static disability is an important topic from a practical point of view. The author is hampered by the scarcity of existing information, and also by an obvious lack of clinical perspective. The tendency of seemingly static central nervous system disorders (especially but not exclusively poliomyelitis) to enter a phase of late progression raises issues not only of practical but also of general theoretical interest. The author recognises these issues but proves incompetent to discuss them in any depth. nedico-legal It is unfortunate that this volume, dedicated may follow to Hugo Krayenbuhl with such a good that intra-biography, has suffered the vicissitudes of ine and bar-multiple authorship (so frankly acknowlLrded as his-edged in the editors' preface that it could be block "there taken as a lament upon this type of book); data on the relatively little of the title is covered by the into the epi-contents, and the relationship of the eight aravertebral contributions is seemingly haphazard. appropriate reliability of the Glasgow Coma Scale which pain-relief makes the addition of the Abnormal Flexor category to the Best Motor Response that in the unjustifiable since it requires somewhat eurosurgical expert recognition. The applicability of the as pain fol-Glasgow Coma Scale to neurosurgical con-)n "usually ditions other than head injuries is well ipported by presented. tent pain in
The chapter entitled Intensive Care of the 80;9:41-53); Head-Injured Patient is a comprehensive [ence that in review of many of the topics which would be of nor-anticipated in a volume such as this but deals d amongst with them so cursorily that little of practical imb pain is value in patient management can be gleaned accord with from it. Barbiturate therapy is given some m pain in prominence, and the control of ICP is sepa-1. Adv Pain rated both from monitoring techniques and In RA et al. artificial ventilation in such a way that the ot everyone inter-relationship of these is lost. The metasevere pain bolic and hormonal effects of head injury it derange-are well listed, and a valuable section ,quency tri-on coagulopathy following head injury reatment is included. The Effects of Drugs on Neuroruncal neu-logical Examination is presented entirely months that from an anaesthetists viewpoint and gives no reover, pro-account of the effects of such common drugs zone lesion-as alcohol, insulin and amphetamines. ant on com-
The Neuro-Ophthalmologic Evaluation of lifference of the Neurologically Ill Patient is a very nice lealing with survey of clinical neuro-ophthalmology with oversimpli-little emphasis upon intensive care patients; llow assess-it includes the all-important examination of Implications pupils and external ocular movements in the unconscious patient, and has some nice te divergent explicit diagrams.
anagements
The EEG and Intensive Care Medicine is a tributors to good chapter describing the relationship and indeed between the EEG and levels of coniews of the sciousness, ICP, and CBF. Computerised much inter-EEG techniques and practical advice is well refer-given, and the role of the EEG in the diaThe book is gnosis of brain death would appear overd and is cer-emphasised had not the clinical bedside features been so clearly presented in Miller's GD SCHOTT contribution.
